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Artistic dynamos Marleen Molenaar and Bart Dekker invil:
Emily Leung fo experience the charm of their mid-century modern homs

inﬁm-*r:f with Chinese contemporary arl
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Top: Warm hues of orange are uvsed in the
children’s play den abowe the kitchen

Lift: Croative maven Marleen Molenaar serikes
a pose In the living area

t5 hard 1o be conventional when
ire Iour Creatav !'--.'1||:_'1 1mn the |
hold. For this walented famly
includes Marleen Maolenaar, her |
band Bart Dekker and their dau

ters, cight vear old Fave and ten vear old
bunild ng up thie :.'-:.'II:'.'-.'. hodnie was part of ¢
lifeseyle, and all the right components simg
fell meo place

Wi loved the lavout of the flag,” says Marl
of the first impression of their Peak-side 1

dence. “In particular, the huge window

high ceilings,” appreciates Bart, “as we Dut
aren’t small people. Theres also grear feng s
here, Bacing straight south and looking at ¢
back of mountains and vistas of the sea’
With the brilliant framework already

['|-|~ ¢, FEMOVATIONS Weren [ Necessary apart i

ment. Possessing a penchant for colour

a warm brown for the rear wall of the

ter bedroom, bright fresh hues of vellow

nks for her davehiers shared bedroom
sinks for her daughters shared bed

From there, the couple built up the r
-.|r':i'|:_- ._i.-_-|_||| with arrwork Vifikage fur

ture and designer lightning. In the

room, unigque picces include a tan lear
sofa designed by Florence Knoll, p
' Lnl] |_:'H.||.II_ I LSS 1 1 ey o

Artemide i suspended over the dining tabde, in front
of & painting by Tang Ihi Gang

cowskin lounge chair, below a piece by Chiv Ya-tzai

illow natural light o seream through and

FCPAITIIRENE SOMmE W alls and doors of the apare

ordination, Marleen headed this task, choosing

orange for the upper kichen wall and gir

Top: A large Mur cedling light by Emesto Gismono For

Hight: Bart Dekker loves reading a good book on the

“To me, contemporary
art reflects the incredible
changes China is going
through,” says Bart Dekker

table from Holland and an armichair by
{Carle Mollino
O on the ude 12 where the man of the
house likes to spend most of his ome, relaxing
041 3 Cow sKIn |-:lu:|'|:.'_¢.' chalr I-rl.:-III Le '1.:-:l||.'-|hll.'|'
while devouring good books, which a white
bookcase by Stefano Gilovannoni acoominmo-
dates, In the dining area, a Ferruccio Laviani
oval shaped ufo dining table mkes centre stage,
tegether with Chu Wets Statwes painting. IMY
maven Marleen wrned a pair of shell shades
she purchased from Lane Crawford — remi
nescent of clasic Vernor Panton hxtures — into
table lights to spice up the credeneza.
I often the case with most couples that
1 work s left to the female force bur
for the Dekkers, the efforn was muual. Marleen
Bl 0 F DerteCily ||'-||||'|q.'1||-.'||t|||!; Lastes
k o commiend her husbands grear
i i'::-'—!: |. |'|1l\.'l\. [ |."\-|'|l\.'l\. I”'\.
f temporary Chinese arowork.
11 1 i O R A Worldwide,
crlobal services
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Tep: Hanging from the ceiling of Lil's study
is 2 Horm &9 lamp From ADZ

Ledt: The contempaorary lving raom is
peppered with designer furniture

takes hm oo China, “lcs dstheule oo

g and not be fascinated by @
To me, contemporary art reflects the
ible ch ingres the Colntry 15 poang thn i
concedes, From a large Mao pop art p
by Li Shan above the fireplace, to w
(h Zhu Long, Zhang Fa Zhi, Chio Ya=t

Yang Shao Bin, Bart explans, Somehs

g T
relate o the arrwork and simply busy

ke, Bur for someone who doesn't collect §

financial guns, the current skyrocketing pr

-.l' .llll L) T narge »
mn e a pood thing. Having been appro

3 ' I 'R
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lectibles, Bare stands firm in declining, *“C)
daughters protest

Marleen, ™

bir plhse 1
Ly .|I| AT
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: :
1% an excellent artist whose talents encos

s [OrEraiture o poiiery .|||,| [EXTICS I

Ilv ereative, and at her recent birthd

party at Are Jam, she was the only one wi

experimented with an abstract painnng. “Hes

|
father was [l EETH | that dhe even knew what

abstrace was, Marleen continuwes

Influence from environment may be o
S T v e ol sielcasd .
cantributing taceor, but the acsthetic penes o

nother. Marle

rag agl '.II-\.' Fammandy' 15 Certamaly

spent the bulk of her career on the fashion and

ch sign fromnt after grado ting from Amstendan

Academv of Art, oventually

proceedinge b

; ;
sroueht her

fulitlling role in Espric that

“We loved the
layout of the flat.
In particular, the
high ceilings, as
we Dutch aren't
small people”

T

oo The expansive balosny awerbooking
beautifil greenery ks a private sasis for
the Dekkers

fi: & blow uvp size office lamp by K
Design illuminates three Mac computers
on the glaiz table by Relnhard

F‘I::Il_.', H:'\-ll!_' It weas in 20004 thar dhe decidad

||'-||'|"~':.' her 2} vears of EXPENEnce D et

own business, Marleen Molenaar Sleepws

up |

made for children, Sold at lairge departmens

stores like ""k.'l::"'l.l and :"Ill:.:lli-_ i d._'-\.“:.”.'-l gt

happily, “Sales are doing very well especia

during testive seasons and now, | have mo

more fime for the garks”
And more time for ensuring style an

BT . .
OCaliey in the home, too, It sesms, |

“”h“‘”'!-i prace, the talented lady transformed

i PrevIoLs 'k.ll.'l"'-l!_:l.' ;|.||'|1-.'|.Ir-.1 mnm 3

pact WOrk=etation. after :r:-\.|.|||||'|z: LOHTIE ST
age umits, a small computer desk and chais

“Luckily the room alsa has 3 small w incons
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Al the Hatalie Bed by Vico
Magistretti hangs a mede by Thow Gueobin
in bhae mastoe B

uddell Street

YW

{F[ "'|"R.l.i'! plreces and we tend to II'\-I_Il\ AL

also like Aluminium

new yvoung Duech, Belgian, Itahan and
nch de x::.xhr:-f Marleen confides, So 15
mything that’s still high on their wish
My tavourite furniture desIgner s
Albane,” she continues. "'We saw the
hair by him in the south of

dont own it yet
A i ¢ would be EVETY collectors
FESIrCHYe NOr uncom-
Ay raciates from EVErY COFnice,
lant use of colour and
t fiect i the tamily “'1 dont think we
sary and ['m

really happny I . i o worked o™
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